












The history of the Military Academy 
of Lithuania goes back to the 18th 
century since the appearance of mili-
tary schools in Lithuania. 
The first military school was organ-
ised on the estates of the Lithuanian 
dukes Jeronimas Florijonas Radvila 
and Mykolas Kazimieras Radvila 
and under their imitative. On their 
Nesvyžius and Biržai lands the 
dukes had the army of several thou-
sand well-trained men that needed a 
military school. Thus, in 1747, Duke 
Jeronimas Radvila organised the 
corpse of cadets in Nesvyžius that 
about 1750, was reorganised to the 
School of Artilery and Engineer-
ing, the Regulamina (regulations) 
of which was written by Mykolas 
Kazimieras Radvila, the Great Het-
man of the Great Duchy of Lithuania 
(GDL). 
The school intermittently operated 
until 1776. French and German lan-
guages, civil engineering and fortifi-
cation arts, artillery, geometry, topog-
raphy, drawing, and basics of ground 
survey were taught there. Since the 

The General Jonas Žemaitis Military Academy of 
Lithuania has undertaken and been developing officer 
training traditions in Lithuania since the 18th century. 

The very first Military School of Lithuania, the 
Cadet Corps Nesvyžius, was established in 1747 by 
two Lithuanian dukes and brothers Jeronimas F. and 
Mykolas K. Radvilas, the latter being the Great Hetman 
of the Great Duchy of Lithuania (GDL). It was set by 
Jeronimas on their private Nesvyžius and Biržai land to 
train their army of several thousand already well-trained 
men. About in 1750 the Cadet Corps Nesvyžius was re-
organised into an Artillery and Engineering School, the 
Regulations, Regulamina, of the School being drafted by 
Mykolas K. Radvila himself. 

The School intermittently operated until 1776, the 
curriculum including French, German, Civil Engineer-
ing and Fortification, Artillery, Geometry, Topography, 
Drawing, and Basics of The Ground Survey. Since the 
School provided only special training, entrants had to 
have some prior academic background. The Regulami-
na provided for 48 students, with the actual number of 
about 17. Students were tought the drill, fencing, and 
how to set camps, with manoeuvring and firing sessions 
held for assessment. Trainers and instructors were by 
far foreign specialists and officers, assisted by proficient 
students when in time of unrest. 

The country’s adversities weakened the power of the 
Radvilas; thus, the School’s governance was taken over 
by Antoni Tyzenhauz, the Treasurer of the GDL. In 1774 
he established the GDL Military School in Gardinas. 
The School included 17-23 students. As provided by the 
School’s Regulations, students were tought Topography, 
Geography, Arithmetic, Theoretical and Practical Ge-
ometry, German, Calligraphy, also the Drill and Fencing 
above all. The School was headed by Froelich. 

In 1782, when Tyzenhauz failed to turn Gardinas into 
an industrial centre of the GDL, the School was trans-
ferred to Vilnius and named the Cadet Corps Vilnius, fol-
lowing the Cadet Corps Warsaw model [the latter was es-
tablished as a joint and jointly financed Lithuanian-Polish 
Military School in 1765 by the King of Poland Stanislo-
vas A. Poniatovskis who was also the Grand Duke of the 
GDL at the time]. In 1795, however, the Commonwealth 
of Lithuania and Poland failed, which discontinued the 
activity of the said military schools for many years. 

Generolo Jono Þemaièio Lietuvos karo akademi-
ja perëmë ir toliau tæsia karininkø rengimo tradicijas, 
siekianèias net XVIII a., LDK laikus, kai tik pradëjo 
kurtis pirmosios karo mokyklos. Pati pirmoji atsirado 
privaèiose kunigaikðèiø Jeronimo Florijono ir Mykolo 
Kazimiero Radvilø valdose ir jø iniciatyva. Jø valdomo-
se Nesvyþiaus ir Birþø þemëse buvo laikoma gerai pa-
rengta keliø tûkstanèiø vyrø kariuomenë, kuriai reikëjo 
savos mokyklos. Todël 1747 m. Nesvyþiuje kunigaikðtis 
Jeronimas Radvila ákûrë kadetø korpusà, kuris apie 
1750 m. pertvarkytas á Artilerijos ir inþinieriø mokyklà. 
„Reguliaminà“ (statutà) ðiai mokslo ástaigai paraðë 
Lietuvos Didþiosios Kunigaikðtystës (LDK) didysis 
etmonas Mykolas Kazimieras Radvila.

 Mokykla su pertrûkiais veikë iki 1776 metø. Èia buvo 
dëstomos prancûzø ir vokieèiø kalbos, geometrija, civilinë 
architektûra ir fortifikacija, topografija, pieðimas, arti-
lerija, buvo mokoma þemës matavimø. Mokykloje buvo 
galima gauti tik specialiø þiniø, todël  priimdavo tik tuos, 
kurie jau ragavo mokslo kitose mokyklose. Nors „Regu-
liaminas“ mokyklai numatë 48 vietas, realiai mokësi apie 
17 mokiniø. Mokiniai buvo pratinami þygiuoti, fechtuotis, 
árengti stovyklas, þinioms patikrinti buvo rengiami manev-
rai ir mokomieji ðaudymai. Mokinius mokë svetimtauèiai 
dëstytojai ir karininkai, specialistai puskarininkiai, o 
suiruèiø metu – ir gabesni mokiniai. 

Dël kraðto nelaimiø apsilpus kunigaikðèiø Radvilø 
jëgai, karo mokyklos reikalais uþsiëmë LDK iþdininkas 
Antanas Tyzenhauzas. Jis 1774 metais Gardine ásteigë 
LDK karo mokyklà, kurioje mokësi 17–23 mokiniai. 
Sprendþiant ið mokyklos statuto, èia buvo mokoma to-
pografijos, pieðimo, geografijos, teorinës geometrijos, 
vokieèiø kalbos, aritmetikos ir praktinës geometrijos bei  
kaligrafijos. Neapsieita be fechtavimo ir muðtro. Moky-
klai vadovavo Friolichas (Frölich). Dëstë uþsienio specia-
listai bei Nesvyþiaus auklëtiniai Liulnickis ir Hirðbergas.

Þlugus A. Tyzenhauzo bandymams paversti Gardinà 
Lietuvos pramonës centru, 1782 metais karo mokykla 
Varðuvos pavyzdþiu (Varðuvos kadetø korpusas buvo 
ásteigtas 1765 m. Lenkijos karaliaus ir Lietuvos didþiojo 
kunigaikðèio Stanislovo Augusto Poniatovskio kaip ben-
dra Lenkijos ir Lietuvos karo mokykla, iðlaikoma ið abie-
jø valstybiø iþdo) pavadinta Kadetø korpusu ir perkelta á 
Vilniø. Taèiau 1795 m., þlugus Lietuvos ir Lenkijos  vals-
tybei, nutrûko ir  karo mokyklø veikla.





Iki Pirmojo pasaulinio karo tik nedaugeliui lietuviø 
katalikø pavyko baigti karo mokyklà. Á ðias mokyklas buvo 
priimami tik gavæ caro malonæ, o ir baigusiems jas tar-
nyboje buvo dideliø suvarþymø. Tik Pirmojo pasaulinio 
karo metu lietuviams katalikams keliami suvarþymai buvo 
panaikinti, todël nemaþai lietuviø galëjo baigti karininkø 
sutrumpinto kurso karo mokyklas.

1918 m. vasario 16 d. atkûrus Lietuvos valstybæ ir 
pradëjus burti jos kariuomenæ, ëmë trûkti karininkø, ypaè 
1918 m. pabaigoje pakvietus á kariuomenæ stoti savano-
rius. Susidarius tokiai padëèiai buvo nuspræsta Kaune 
skubiai steigti karo mokyklà. Lietuvos Vyriausybë apie 
Karo mokyklos ásteigimà oficialiai paskelbë 1919 m. sau-
sio 15 d. Sausio 25 d. Karo mokyklos virðininku buvo pa-
skirtas karininkas Jonas Galvydis-Bykauskas.

 Á mokyklà susirinko 124 mokiniai, vëliau pavadinti 
kariûnais. Visi atvykusieji buvo savanoriai. Dauguma jø – 
kariuomenës daliniø kareiviai. Kai kurie jau buvo dalyvavæ 
Pirmajame  pasauliniame kare ir kovæsi su bolðevikais. 

Mokykla pradëjo darbà 1919 m. kovo 8 d., o po 3 dienø 
prasidëjo mokslai. 1919 m. balandþio 1 d. ávyko iðkilmingas 
Karo mokyklos atidarymas. Pirmosios kariûnø laidos mo-
kymo kursas buvo labai trumpas – vos 4 mënesiai. 

1919 m. liepos 6 d. buvo iðleista pirmoji kari-
ninkø laida – 89  „karuþai“ (vëliau, atkûrus Lietuvos 
kariuomenëje karininkø laipsnius, jiems buvo suteikti 
leitenantø laipsniai) ir 7 puskarininkiai, turintys teisæ 
gauti karininko laipsná kariuomenës daliniuose. Baigæ 
karo mokyklà pirmieji Lietuvos karininkai 1919 m. liepos 
mën. iðvyko á frontà. 

Papildytus pirmosios laidos karininkais dalinius buvo 
galima pertvarkyti. Ypaè pakiliai pirmuosius karininkus 
sutiko Lietuvos visuomenë. 

Iðleidus pirmàjà karininkø laidà, 1919 m. liepos 17 d. 
buvo paskelbti kertiniai Karo mokyklos nuostatai (pava-
dinti „dësniais“). Èia numatyta rengti karininkus visoms 
kariuomenës rûðims. 

Á antràjà laidà stojo net 368 jaunuoliai, daugiau-
sia savanoriai ir gráþæ ið fronto kareiviai. Buvo priimta 
300. Mokslas prasidëjo 1919 m. liepos 31 d. Be moks-
lø kariûnams teko eiti ir sargybà Kauno mieste, nes 
kariuomenës daliniams esant bolðevikø, lenkø ir bermon-
tininkø frontuose Karo mokykla tuo metu buvo stipriau-
sias  Kauno mieste dislokuotas karinis dalinys.

Antroji laida iðleista gruodþio 16 d. – 200 pëstininkø 
leitenantø ir 24 pëstininkai puskarininkiai, turintys teisæ 
gauti karininko laipsná savo daliniuose po dalinio vado 
atestacijos. 

Until WWI few Lithuanian Catholics, only those 
granted the Tsar’s favour for studies, succeeded in finis-
hing military schools; also, they faced restrictions in time 
of service. With the outbreak of WWI the situation chan-
ged, allowing many Lithuanians to graduate from military 
schools by completing a four-month officer course. 

After the restoration of Lithuanian statehood on 16 
February 1918, the country set out to form its national 
Armed Forces and immediatly encounted officer deficit. 
The situation reached its critical point at the end of the 
year when the mass volunteer conscription was declared. 
Thus, already on 15 January 1919 the Government of 
Lithuania officially announced establishing a Military 
School in Kaunas, with officer Jonas Galvydis-Bykauskas 
as the Commandant from 25 January 1919. 

The first class involved 124 students, later called ca-
dets. Besides, all 124 were volunteers, mostly from the Army 
units, having fought in WWI or against the Bolsheviks.  

The School opened on 8 March 1919, the lectures fol-
lowing in three days. The School’s solemn opening was 
held on 1 April 1919. The first study programme was de-
signed only for four months. 

On 6 July 1919 the School saw the first flow of gra-
duates, mainly 89 officers [Lith Sg. karužas], who were 
commissioned the first rank of lieutenant after the reins-
tatement of military ranks in the Armed Forces of Lithu-
ania after the restoration of Independence in 1990. On 
the same 6 July 1919 seven non-commissioned officers 
graduated from the School, each having the right to earn 
the officer rank in the Army units afterwards. The same 
month the first Lithuanian officers left for the front. 

Reinforced by the newly-arrived officers, the Lithu-
anian Armed Forces underwent a military unit reform. 
Besides, the new Lithuanian officers were particularly 
welcomed by the Lithuanian public. 

On 17 July 1919 the School set its Regulations, The 
Laws, to train officers for all types of the Armed Forces. 

The second class included 300 entrants out of 368 
applicants, again mostly volunteers or soldiers retur-
ning from the front. The studies began on 31 July 1919. 
Beside studies, cadets had to be on guard duty in the 
city of Kaunas where they presented the strongest mi-
litary unit. It was so because the Regular Army units of 
Lithuania were holding the front line against the Bols-
heviks, Polish, and Bermonts at the time.   

The second class graduated on 16 December 1919:  
200 infantry lieutenants and 24 infantry non-commis-
sioned officers with the right to be promoted to officers 





1919 m. gruodþio 24 d. kraðto apsaugos ministro 
ásakymu buvo nustatyta kiekvienø metø sausio 25 d. ðvæsti 
Karo mokyklos ðventæ.

Treèioji laida buvo surinkta ir pradëjo mokytis 1920 m. 
sausio 16 d. Karininkø stygius daliniuose nebebuvo taip 
smarkiai juntamas kaip 1919 m., todël, siekiant parengti 
labiau kvalifikuotus karininkus, treèiosios laidos mokymo 
programa numatyta kiek platesnë – 8–10 mënesiø. Tø 
paèiø metø kovo 7 d. buvo patvirtinti nauji pagrindiniai 
„Karo mokyklos dësniai“.

Nuo to laiko Karo mokykla tampa tiesiogiai pavaldi Ge-
neralinio ðtabo virðininkui. Jos tikslas ir toliau buvo rengti 
karininkus visoms kariuomenës ginklø rûðims. Mokymosi 
laikas pailgintas iki vienø metø. 1920 m. spalio 17 d. mokyklà 
baigë treèioji laida – 75 leitenantai ir 7 puskarininkiai, turin-
tys teisæ ágyti karininko laipsná savo daliniuose. Dauguma 
jaunø leitenantø, vos iðëjæ ið mokyklos, iðvyko tiesiai á frontà 
ir dalyvavo kovose su L. Þeligovskio kariuomene.

Þûtbûtiniø kovø su Lietuvos prieðais metu Karo 
mokykla, áveikdama nemaþus sunkumus, iðleido 3 lai-
das – 434 karininkus (taip pat ir 32 aviatorius). Tai buvo 
didelë parama Lietuvos kariuomenei. 1921 m. gruodþio 
18 d. iðleista ketvirtoji laida. 

Pasibaigus kovoms dël Nepriklausomybës, karinin-
kø rengimo kokybei buvo galima skirti kur kas daugiau 
dëmesio, todël jau 1921 m. mokymo programa buvo 
iðplësta iki 2, o nuo 1935 m. – iki 3 metø. Á Karo mokyklà 
buvo priimami 18–25 metø  jaunuoliai. Mokykloje gimsta 
tradicija – suteikdamas karininko laipsná Lietuvos Res-
publikos Prezidentas palieèia kardu kariûno petá ir taria 
þodþius: „Be reikalo – nepakelk, be garbës – nenuleisk“. 

1929 m. Karo mokykla pavadinama Pirmojo Lietuvos 
Prezidento vardu. Tais metais prezidentas Antanas Sme-
tona áteikë mokyklai vëliavà. Nuo 1932 m. èia pradedamas 
leisti þurnalas „Kariûnas“. Jo tikslas – ugdyti kilnius, ener-
gingus, tikrai vyriðkus, suvokianèius savo pareigas ir garbæ 
karius. Ðias tradicijas tæsia ir ðiandieninis Generolo Jono 
Þemaièio Lietuvos karo akademijos þurnalas „Kariûnas“.

Nuo 1926 m. pradedami rengti atsargos karinin-
kai, steigiama aspirantø tarnyba. Mokslas trukdavo 
12, vëliau – 15 mënesiø. Atsargos karininkø atranka ir 
rengimas vyko pagal grieþtus reikalavimus. Kandidatai, 
18–29 metø vyrai, privalëjo bûti baigæ viduriná mokslà. 
Baigusiems mokslà suteikdavo jaunesniojo leitenanto 
laipsná ir iðleisdavo á atsargà. Atsargos karininkai bûdavo 
ðaukiami á pakartotinius mokymus, po kuriø galëjo bûti 
suteikiamas aukðtesnis laipsnis, iki kapitono imtinai. Iki 
1940 m. iðleista 15 aspirantø laidø.

already in the Army units, prior to that receiving an effec-
tiveness report from the commander of the unit. 

Following the Order of 24 December 1919 by the Mi-
nister of National Defence of the Republic of Lithuania, 
the Military School’s Day was set for January 25 to be 
celebrated annually. 

The third class began studies on 16 January 1920 when  
officer deficit was already a matter of the past. Thus, the 
studies were prolonged from four to about eight up to ten 
months. On March 7 1920 the School approved its new Re-
gulations, The Rules of the Military School. 

From the same March 7 1920 the Military School was 
directly managed by the Chief of General Staff. The Scho-
ol continued to train officers for all types of the Armed 
Forces. The studies were extended to twelve months. 

On 17 October 1920 the third class graduated from 
the School, mainly 75 lieutenants. Also, 7 non-commis-
sioned officers holding the right to become officers in the 
Army units. Most of the lieutenants immediately left for 
the front line to fight against the Želigowski Army. 

To summarise, during the Lithuanian struggles against 
its enemies the School prepared even three classes of gra-
duates, total of 434 officers, also 32 aviators. This was a 
great contribution to the Armed Forces of Lithuania. And 
on 18 December 1921 the fourth class graduated as well.

When the struggles for Independence ceased, the 
studies within the School were extended to twenty-four 
months [already in 1921]; then, to thirty-six months 
[1935]. The entrants aged 18-25. The School also intro-
duced a new tradition, The Commissioning Ceremony, 
which is maintained till now. During the ceremony the 
President of the Republic of Lithuania touches upon the 
cadet’s shoulder with a sword, affirming, ‘You shall not 
draw the sword without a cause nor shall you sheathe it 
without honour’. 

In 1929 the Military School was named after Antanas 
Smetona, the First President of Lithuania. The same year 
the said President granted the School its Flag. In 1932 the 
School began publishing its magazine Kariūnas (The Ca-
det) that is published today to foster honourable, energe-
tic, manly, and duty-conscious soldiers. 

In 1926 the School began training reserve officers, 
also setting a due ‘aspirant’ service [French ‘aspirant’  
meaning ‘junior lieutenant’]. The training would last for 
twelve, later, fifteen months, the selection and training 
being strictly controlled, providing that the applicants, 
aged 18-29, had a secondary education. Graduates 
would be commissioned the first rank of lieutenant and 





Iki 1940 m. Karo mokykla parengë 21 karininkø 
laidà.  Sovietø Sàjungai okupavus Lietuvà, mokykla 1940 
m. rudená buvo perkelta á Vilniø ir ten iðformuota. Dalis  
kariûnø ir dëstytojø buvo suimti, dalis paleista á atsargà. 
Taip buvo suþlugdyta pakankamai sutvirtëjusi Lietuvos 
karininkø rengimo sistema.

released into the reserve. Later they could undertake extra 
qualificational training to obtain a higher rank, captain 
the highest. By 1940 there were 15 ‘aspirant’ classes. 

By the same 1940 the total of 21 officer classes also 
graduated from the School. 

In autumn 1940, when the Soviet Union occupied 
Lithuania, the School was transferred from Kaunas to 
Vilnius, where it was disbanded. Some cadets and ins-
tructors were arrested, others were transferred to the 
reserve, which prevented the strengthened Lithuanian 
officer training system from further development, com-
pletely destroying it. 





Lietuviø tauta nesusitaikë su okupacija ir, 1941 
m. birþelio 22 d. Vokietijai uþpuolus SSRS, Lietuvoje 
prasidëjo visuotinis sukilimas, buvo sudaryta Lietuvos lai-
kinoji vyriausybë, kuri paskelbë, kad atkuriama Nepriklau-
soma Lietuva. Taèiau vokieèiai Lietuvos nepriklausomybës 
nepripaþino ir ávedë okupaciná reþimà.

1944 m. pavasará kovai su prie Lietuvos artëjanèia 
Raudonàja armija, vokieèiams sutikus, buvo ákurta Lietu-
vos vietinë rinktinë.  Kilo idëja atkurti ir Karo mokyklà, 
taèiau vokieèiai tam pasiprieðino. Tada Vietinës rinktinës 
vadas brig. gen. P. Plechavièius ásakë atrinktus mokytis 
kareivius siøsti á Marijampolës atsargos batalionà ir ten 
mokyti pagal Karo mokyklos programà. Taèiau 1944 m. 
geguþës 15–16 d., vokieèiams nuginkluojant Lietuvos vie-
tinæ rinktinæ, Marijampolës bataliono kareivinës vokieèiø 
buvo uþimtos ðturmu, sugauti kariûnai iðsiøsti á Vokietijà.

Pokario partizaniniø kovø prieð okupantus metu 
miðkuose veikë partizanø mokyklos, kuriose buvo moko-
mi jauni partizanai bei partizanø vadai, taèiau dël ypaè 
sudëtingø pogrindþio sàlygø karinis rengimas buvo nesis-
temingas, daugelyje mokyklø faktiðkai nebuvo mokomøjø 
priemoniø, mokymo laikas irgi buvo nevienodas – nuo ke-
liø dienø iki keliø mënesiø. Daugiausia dëmesio jose buvo 
skiriama partizanø kovos taktikos pagrindams ásisavinti.

The Lithuanian nation has never put up with the 
occupation. When Germany attacked the USSR on 22 
June 1941, Lithuania rose in a general revolt, forming 
the Provisional Government of Lithuania that declared 
the restoration of Independent Lithuania. The German 
authorities, however, ignored the fact, establishing their 
own order in the country. 

In spring of 1944, a local Lithuanian Detachment 
[LITDET] was set up under the Lithuanian initiative. It 
was approved by the German authorities to combat the 
Red Army that was already approaching. There were also 
plans to re-open the School, but the German authorities 
resisted it. Then Brig Gen Povilas Plechavičius, the Com-
mander of the LITDET, ordered to transfer the selected for 
the studies cadets to the reserve battalion in Marijampolė 
and train them according to the Military School’s study 
programme there. However, when disarming the LITDET 
on 15-16 May 1944, the Germans took the Marijampolė 
battalion’s barracks by assault, deporting cadets the cap-
tives to Germany. 

The post-war period was marked by secret anti-So-
viet guerrilla schools in Lithuania. They would be set in 
forests to train guerrilla commanders to become skilled 
in guearrilla warfare tactics. Specific nature of operati-
on, however, prevented Lithuanian guerrillas from con-
sistency in studies; also, they lacked training aids. 





1990 m. kovo 11 d., po daugiau kaip 50 metø 
sovietinës okupacijos, Lietuva atgavo nepriklausomybæ. 
Pradëta atkurti Lietuvos kariuomenë. 1990 m. pabaigoje 
perkvalifikuoti karininkams Kaune buvo ásteigti Karinin-
kø kursai, taèiau greitai tapo aiðku, kad jie negali visiðkai 
patenkinti Lietuvos kariniø struktûrø poreikiø. Imta gal-
voti apie Karo mokyklos atkûrimà. 1992 m. vasario 21 d. 
laikinuoju bûsimos Kraðto apsaugos mokyklos virðininku 
buvo paskirtas plk. doc. Algimantas Vaitkaitis. 

Karo mokyklos ásteigimo idëjà palaikë ir Lietuvos 
Vyriausybë, 1992 m. birþelio 16 d. priëmusi nutarimà 
„Dël Kraðto apsaugos akademijos steigimo“. Vadovau-
damasis ðiuo nutarimu, kraðto apsaugos ministras 1992 
m. liepos 13 d. pasiraðë ásakymà dël Kraðto apsaugos 
mokyklos ásteigimo. 

1992 m. liepos 15 d. buvo patvirtinti mokyklos laiki-
nieji nuostatai. Pagal juos mokykla tapo kraðto apsaugos 
struktûriniu vienetu, pavaldþiu Kraðto apsaugos ministe-
rijai. Jai iðkeltas uþdavinys rengti specialistus kraðto ap-
saugos sistemai, kelti jø kvalifikacijà. Steigëjo teisës atite-
ko Kraðto apsaugos ministerijai. 

Kaip ir 1919 m., paruoðiamieji darbai buvo sunkûs. 
Nebuvo techniniø mokomøjø árengimø, inventoriaus, 
trûko  vadovëliø ir kt.

Pareiðkimus studijuoti padavë beveik 200 jaunuoliø. 
Á pirmà kursà buvo priimti 154 vaikinai. Jie buvo mokomi 
pagal motorizuotøjø ðauliø ir valstybës sienos apsaugos 
tarnybos specialistø rengimo programas.

1992 m. rugpjûèio 24 d. mokyklos virðininku paskirtas 
plk. Jonas Andriðkevièius. 

Rugpjûèio 30 d. ávyko mokyklos atidarymo ceremo-
nija. Iðkilmingos rikiuotës metu vyriausiasis kariuomenës 
kapelionas Alfonsas Svarinskas paðventino mokyklos 
vëliavà. Antakalnio kapinëse prie þuvusiøjø uþ Nepriklau-
somybæ kapø kariûnai prisiekë iðtikimai tarnauti Lietuvai. 

Po iðkilmiø prasidëjo mokslai.  Mokykloje ëmë veik-
ti Taktikos, Ginkluotës ir ðaudybos, Kovos technikos, 
Kovinio aprûpinimo, Ryðiø ir informatikos, Filologijos, 
Politologijos, Fizinio parengimo katedros. Taèiau ypaè 
trûko pasienio apsaugos, specialiosios bei bendrosios 
taktikos dëstytojø.

1993  m. kovo 13 d. kraðto apsaugos ministro ásakymu 
karininkø, neágijusiø karinio iðsilavinimo, kvalifikacijai kel-
ti ásteigtas Neakivaizdinis skyrius. Bendra studijø trukmë 
buvo numatyta 20 mënesiø. Geguþës mën. mokykloje buvo 
suformuota pirmoji 25 karininkø neakivaizdininkø grupë. 

Jau kuriant Kraðto apsaugos mokyklà buvo planuo-
jama, kad ði mokymo institucija turës tapti aukðtàja karo 

Immediately after the declaration of Lithuanian Inde-
pendence on 11 March 1990, Lithuania set forth rebuil-
ding the Armed Forces of Lithuania. By the end of 1990, 
an officer retraining course was introduced in Kaunas; 
and  on 21 February 1992 Col Assoc. Prof. Algimantas 
Vaitkaitis was appointed the Acting Commandant of the 
prospective National Defence School in Kaunas. 

The idea to restore the Lithuanian military scho-
ol tradition was strongly supported by the Lithuanian 
Government. Firstly, the Resolution of 16 June 1992 on 
Foundation of The National Defence Academy was is-
sued by the Lithuanian Government. Consequently, the 
Order of 13 July 1992 on Foundation of the National 
Defence School was approved by the Minister of Na-
tional Defence.

On 15 July 1992 the School approved its Provisional 
Regulations. From now on the School belonged with the 
structural units of the National Defence System of Lithu-
ania and was a subordinate to the Ministry of National 
Defence of the Republic of Lithuania. The School was assi-
gned to train officers for the National Defence System, also 
providing officer qualification improvement  programmes. 
The official founder of the National Defence School in Vil-
nius is the Ministry of National Defence. 

Just like in 1919, the preparatory administrative work 
needed for the opening of the School was challenging in-
deed: the School had no military training equipment nor 
the due inventory; also there was a lack of training aids, 
mainly  books and manuals, etc. 

The first military class after the 1991 included 154 en-
trants out of 200 applicants. They studied to become the 
Mechanised Riflemen and the National Border Guard Ser-
vice specialists. 

On 24 August 1992 Col Jonas Andriškevičius was ap-
pointed the Head of the School. 

The School’s solemn opening with a parade took pla-
ce on 30 August 1992: the Chaplain of the Armed For-
ces of Lithuania Alfonsas Svarinkas blessed the School’s 
Flag; and cadets left for the Antakalnis Cemetry to take 
the oath of allegiance by the graves of the soldiers who 
had fallen in the battles for Lithuanian Independence. 

The studies began immediately after the School’s so-
lemn opening, with the following Departments present: 
Dep. of Tactics; Armament and Firing; Combat Equi-
pment; Combat Support; Communications and Informa-
tion Sciences; Physical Training; Foreign Languages; and 
Political Science. The School still needed Boarder Guard 
instuctors and those qualified in Professional Military and 





mokykla, todël formuojant jos struktûrà buvo laikoma-
si aukðtosios mokyklos principø: steigiamos katedros, 
leidþiamos knygos, vadovëliai.

Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidento 1993 m. spalio 20 d.  
dekretu Kraðto apsaugos mokyklos virðininkas plk. Jonas 
Andriðkevièius paskirtas Lietuvos Respublikos kariuomenës 
vadu. Virðininku tapo plk. dr. Zenonas Kulys. 

1994 m. sausio 18 d. Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo 
sprendimu ásteigta Lietuvos karo akademija. Geguþës 26 
d. patvirtintas jos statutas, kuriame buvo numatyta, kad 
Lietuvos karo akademija yra aukðtoji mokykla – studijø 
ir mokslo ástaiga, siekianti ugdyti Lietuvos kariuomenei 
aukðèiausios kvalifikacijos vadus ir specialistus. Svar-
biausias jos uþdavinys – kvalifikuotø specialistø rengimas 
kraðto apsaugos sistemai. Be to, Statute buvo numatyti 
ir kiti uþdaviniai. Tai mokslininkø rengimas, fundamenta-
liøjø ir taikomøjø  karo mokslø plëtojimas ir populiarini-
mas, kraðto apsaugos specialistø – karininkø perkvalifika-
vimas ir jø kvalifikacijos këlimas. 

1994 m. birþelio 6 d. buvo iðrinkta Akademijos 
vadovybë. Rektoriumi tapo plk. dr. Zenonas Kulys, pro-
rektoriais – plk. dr. Pranas Jankauskas, prof. hab.dr. S. 
Puðkorius ir plk.ltn. A. Vyðniauskas. Patvirtinta ir Akade-
mijos struktûra bei etatai, kurie maþai kuo skyrësi nuo bu-
vusios karo mokyklos etatø ir struktûros. Ásteigtas naujas 
skyrius – Mokslo centras, devynios katedros. 

Studijos buvo organizuojamos pakopomis. Á pirmàjà 
pakopà (pagal Kraðto apsaugos mokyklos dvejø metø stu-
dijø programà) konkurso bûdu buvo priimami Lietuvos 
Respublikos pilieèiai, turintys viduriná iðsilavinimà, mokan-
tys valstybinæ kalbà, pagal fiziná pasirengimà ir sveikatos 
bûklæ tinkantys tikrajai karo tarnybai.

Kariûnams, baigusiems pirmàjà studijø pakopà, sutei-
kiama bûrio vado (jam lygi) kvalifikacija ir pirmasis Lie-
tuvos kariuomenës karininko laipsnis. Pirmaisiais mokslo 
metais kariûnai turëjo atlikti ir privalomàjà karo tarnybà.

Á aukðtesnæ studijø pakopà karininkai turëjo bûti pri-
imami Akademijos nuostatø ir jos sutarties su Kraðto ap-
saugos ministerija nustatyta tvarka ne maþiau kaip po vienø 
tarnybos metø. Karininkams, baigusiems antràjà pakopà, 
buvo suteikiamas bakalauro laipsnis.

1994 m. rugsëjo 2 d. Karo akademija iðleido pirmàjà 
111 karininkø laidà. Iðkilminga ceremonija vyko prieðais 
Seimà. Buvusius kariûnus á karininkus iðkilmingai priëmë 
Prezidentas Algirdas Brazauskas. Iðkilmiø ceremonijoje 
dalyvavo Seimo ir Vyriausybës nariai.1994 m. lapkrièio 29 
d.  Akademijos mokslininkø susirinkime buvo iðrinkta 19 
asmenø Lietuvos karo akademijos taryba. 

General Tactics.
Following the Order of 13 March 1993 by the Minister 

of National Defence, the Department of Studies by Cor-
respondence was set up for professional development of 
officers with non-military background. They were offered 
a 20-month course of studies. By May 1993 the School 
had a class of 25 students by correspondence. 

It is noteable that from the very establishment the Na-
tional Defence School in Vilnius focused on its further de-
velopment into an institution of higher military education. 
Thus, the School was designed following the model and 
principles of institutions of higher education.

On 20 October 1993, following the Decree by the 
President of the Republic of Lithuania, the Head of the 
National Defence School Col Jonas Andriškevičius was 
appointed the Commander of the Armed Forces of Li-
thuania; thus Col Dr. Zenonas Kulys succeeded him as 
the Commander of the National Defence School. 

Following the Decision of 18 January 1994 by the 
Parliament [Seimas] of the Republic of Lithuania, the 
Military Academy of Lithuania was established. And on 
26 May 1994, the Academy’s Statute was approved. It 
provided that the Military Academy of Lithuania was an 
institution of higher education aimed at studies and sci-
ence, also, committed to developing highly qualified com-
manders and specialist for the Armed Forces of Lithuania. 
The main task of the Academy would be to provide the 
National Defence System with qualified specialists. Other 
tasks included the development and dissemination of fun-
damental and applied military sciences as well as resear-
chers potential; retraining and professional development 
of officers-specialists of the National Defence System. 

The governing body of the Academy was elected on 6 
June 1994. Col Dr. Zenonas Kulys was elected the Rector; 
and Col Dr. Pranas Jankauskas, Prof. Dr. Habil. Stanislo-
vas Puškorius, and Lt Col Algimantas Vyšniauskas were 
elected Vice-Rectors. The structural scheme of the Aca-
demy, the faculty, and staff , which hardly differed from 
those of the former National Defence School, were also 
approved. By the time, in addition to nine departments, 
a Research Centre, a new body, was set within the Aca-
demy. 

Studies were organised according to a double-tier 
principle. To enter the first stage of studies (a two-year 
study programme of the National Defence School), ap-
plicants were to be citizens of the Republic of Lithuania, 
having secondary education qualifications, efficient in the 
Lithuanian language, and qualified physically and medi-



On 20 Nov 1998 by the Order of the LR Minister of 
Defence Èeslovas Stankevièius the Military Academy 
of Lithuania was named after Gen Jonas Þemaitis, 
a pre-war graduate of this School. In 1949 he united 
Lithuanian guerrillas and that Feb he was elected the 
Chairman of the Lithuanian Freedom Fighter Move-
ments Presidium (N.B. Following the Declaration of 16 
Feb 1949 by the LFFM Council, the Chairman of the 
LFFM Presidium would act as the LR President after 
declaration of Lithuanian Independence). That year 
Þemaitis was commissioned as guerrilla general and 
commanded Lithuanian guerrillas until 30 May 1953 
when, through betrayal, concussed by a soporific gas 
grenade, he was arrested and granted death penalty as 
ruled by the court under closed doors in June 1954.  
On 26 Nov 1954 Þemaitis was shot dead in the Butyrki 
Prison in Moscow. 

1998 m. lapkrièio 20 d. kraðto apsaugos ministras 
Èeslovas Stankevièius Akademijai suteikë generolo Jono 
Þemaièio vardà. Jono Þemaièio, buvusios Karo moky-
klos auklëtinio, pastangomis 1949 m. buvo galutinai su-
vienytas Lietuvos partizaninis judëjimas, o jis pats 1949 
m. vasario mën. buvo iðrinktas Lietuvos laisvës kovos 
sàjûdþio tarybos prezidiumo pirmininku (pagal 1949 
m. vasario 16 d. Lietuvos laisvës kovos sàjûdþio tarybos 
deklaracijà atkûrus Lietuvos nepriklausomybæ prezidiu-

mo pirmininkas eina Respublikos Prezidento pareigas). 
1949 m. J. Þemaièiui suteiktas partizanø generolo laips-
nis. Partizaniniam judëjimui jis vadovavo iki 1953 m. 
geguþës 30 d., kai dël iðdavystës, ámetus á bunkerá granatà 
su migdomosiomis dujomis,  buvo apsvaigintas ir suim-
tas. 1954 m. birþelio mën. uþdarame teisme J. Þemaitis 
buvo nuteistas mirties bausme. Suðaudytas lapkrièio 26 
d. Maskvoje, Butyrkø kalëjime. 



1995 m. pradþioje buvo iðleista pirmoji neakivaizdinin-
kø laida. Liepos 22 d. Akademija iðleido antràjà absolventø 
laidà – 92 leitenantus. Ið jø 26 tapo sienos apsaugos tarnybos 
specialistais, atsargos leitenantais, 66 – motorizuotaisiais 
ðauliais. Nuo rugsëjo 1 d. pradëtas 4 metø  mokymas pagal 
bakalauro studijø planà. Sudaryta 6400 valandø bakalauro 
studijø programa. 

1997 m. pertvarkytas Neakivaizdinis skyrius pradëjo 
rengti kariðkius pagal tà paèià programà. Prasidëjus nau-
jiems mokslo metams, buvo pakeista kariûnø pradinio 
karinio rengimo programa, skiriant 12 savaièiø pradi-
nio karinio rengimo programai ir 22 savaites bendroms 
staþuotëms bei lauko pratyboms, pirmà kartà pradëta 
dëstyti Lietuvos kariuomenës istorija.

1998 m. sausio 21 d. buvo áteikti pirmieji bakalauro di-
plomai 18 karininkø, baigusiø antrosios pakopos studijas. 

1998 m. geguþës 5 d. Lietuvos Respublikos Seimui 
priëmus „Lietuvos Respublikos kraðto apsaugos siste-
mos organizavimo ir karo tarnybos ástatymà“, ið esmës 
pasikeitë Akademijos statusas. Ástatymas nustatë, kad 
Karo akademija yra karininkø rengimo bei kvalifikacijos 
këlimo aukðtoji karo mokykla – kraðto apsaugos sistemos 
sudedamoji dalis, pavaldi kraðto apsaugos ministrui. 
Bendrieji aukðtøjø mokyklø steigimo ir valdymo pagrin-
dai jai netaikomi. Jos statutà kraðto apsaugos ministro 
teikimu tvirtina Vyriausybë, o ministras nustato karinin-
kø rengimo sistemà, Akademijos valdymo struktûrà, eta-
tus ir biudþeto lëðø tiksliná paskirstymà.

Kariuomenës vadas nustato Akademijai karininkø 
rengimo uþduotis.

1999 m. rugpjûèio 10 d. Vyriausybë patvirtino naujà 
Akademijos statutà. Nustatyta, kad èia studijuoja trijø 
kategorijø kariai: kariûnai, karininkai klausytojai ir klau-
sytojai. Be to, èia vykdomas Vilniaus aukðtøjø mokyklø 
studentø karinis rengimas.

1999 m. pabaigoje pasikeitë priëmimo á Akademijà 
taisyklës ir studijø tvarka. Á  dienines studijas mokytis pa-
gal motorizuotøjø pëstininkø programà pradëta priimti 
ir merginas. 2000 m. norà studijuoti pareiðkë 62 mergi-
nos, ið jø pagal Kraðto apsaugos ministerijos nurodymà 
buvo priimtos 9. 

2000 m. vasario 23 d. Karo akademijos virðininku 
paskirtas plk. Algis Vaièeliûnas. Pasikeitus vadovybei, 
prasidëjo reformos. Joms ágyvendinti ministras 2000 
m. kovo 10 d. sudarë darbo grupæ, vadovaujamà  pa-
ties virðininko. Buvo parengta plëtros iki 2003 metø 
programa, pagal kurià turëjo bûti pertvarkyta Akade-
mijos struktûra ir etatai, parengtos naujos programos, 

cally fit for the conscript service.
Upon completion of the first-stage studies cadets 

would be granted platoon commander qualifications and 
commissioned the first rank of officer of Lithuania. The 
first year of studies would be combined with the compul-
sory military service. 

The advanced stage of studies would be organised 
according to the established order set by the Regulations 
of the Academy and the Agreement between the National 
Defence Ministry and the Academy. The set order pro-
vided for the studies aimed exclusively at officers who 
must have had at least one year of active service in the 
Army. Upon completion of studies the graduates would be 
granted deputy battalion commander qualifications and a 
Bachelor degree. 

On 2 September 1994 the Academy celebrated the 
graduation of the first class of 111 officers. Their Com-
missioning Ceremony was arranged in front of the LR 
Parliament [Seimas]. It was attended by members of the 
Government and local MPs. After the ceremony, the Pre-
sident Algirdas Brazauskas gave a reception in honour of 
the newly commissioned officers. 

On 29 November 1994 the Meeting of Scientists was 
held; and the MAL Board (19 members) was elected.

At the beginning of 1995 the first class by corres-
pondence graduated. As early as on 22 July 1995 the 
second class graduated from the Academy, mainly 92 
lieutenants as follows: 26 boarder guard specialists and 
66 mechanised riflemen.

From 1 September 1995 the Academy introduced a 
four-year Bachelor Studies Programme [6,400 ahs]. 

In the year 1997 the Department by Corresponden-
ce was re-organised, introducing a new Bachelor Pro-
gramme for Officers by Correspondence. Besides, the 
Programme of Basic Military Training for Cadets was 
also adjusted. The programme provided a 12-week mi-
litary training and a 22-week period of general practice 
and field exercises. And for the first time students were 
taught History of the Armed Forces of Lithuania. 

The first class of 18 officers holding a BA degree gra-
duated on 21 January 1998.

The Law on Organisation of LR National Defence 
System and Military Service of 5 May 1998 by the LR Par-
liament [Seimas] essentially changed the Statute of the 
Academy. The Law provided that the MAL would be an 
institution of higher military education aimed at training 
and professional development of officers; a constituent 
part of the National Defence System, subordinate to the 





plëtojama infrastruktûra. 
Vienas ið esminiø reformos þingsniø – atskirti kariná 

ir universitetiná rengimà. Buvo nuspræsta nuo 2001 m. 
vietoje vienos karybos bakalauro programos organizuo-
ti pagrindines I pakopos ketveriø metø studijas pagal 
vieðojo administravimo, vadybos ir politikos mokslø 
studijø programas. Karinio rengimo programa, kurià 
iðeina visi kariûnai, skirta motorizuotøjø pëstininkø 
bûrio vadui parengti.

2001 m. vasario mën. sukurta nauja Akademijos 
struktûra – įsteigtas Mokslo centras. Akademijos moks-
lininkø darbø temas tvirtina kraðto apsaugos ministras. 
Mokslinis darbas vystomas trimis pagrindinëmis kryp-
timis – tai strateginiai tyrimai, moderniøjø technolo-
gijø taikymas karyboje, karo istorija. Kartu su Vilniaus 
universiteto Tarptautiniø santykiø institutu ásteigtas Stra-
teginiø tyrimø centras, su Vytauto Didþiojo universitetu 
– Karo istorijos centras.

Ðiuo metu Akademijos mokslo centruose bei katedro-
se nagrinëjama 17 mokslo darbø temø. Tai sprogstamøjø 
medþiagø ir terðalø detekcija lazeriniais metodais, Lie-
tuvos kariuomenës poligonø bei aerodromø ekologinës 
bûklës tyrimai, regioninio bendradarbiavimo Lietuvai 
integruojantis á NATO ir Europos Sàjungà saugumo 
tyrimai, Lietuvos kariø psichofizinio rengimo problemø 
optimizavimas (ði tema gvildenama kartu su Lietuvos 
kûno kultûros akademija), Lietuvos kariuomenës istori-
jos tyrimai. Didþiulio Lietuvos kariuomenës vadovybës 
susidomëjimo susilaukia Strateginiø tyrimo centro atlie-
kami ávairiø Lietuvos kariuomenës problemø sociolo-
giniai tyrimai. Kiekvienais metais lietuviø ir anglø kal-
bomis iðleidþiama Lietuvos metinë strateginë apþvalga, 
Akademijos mokslinio þurnalo „Karo archyvas“ eilinis 
tomas, tęsiamas knygų serijos „Lietuvos kariuomenės 
istorija“ leidimas, ir kt. 

Akademijoje per metus ávyksta arti dvideðimties 
moksliniø konferencijø bei seminarø, apie pusë ið jø 
– tarptautiniai.

Akademijos mokslininkai bei pedagogai parengë ir 
iðleido beveik 300 monografijø, þodynø, þinynø, vadovëliø, 
mokomøjø ir metodiniø priemoniø, moksliniø konferencijø 
praneðimø rinkiniø bei kitø leidiniø, iš kurių apie pusė skirta 
universitetinėms ir karinėms studijoms.

Akademija leidþia savo þurnalà „Kariûnas“, kuris 
iðeina 4 kartus per metus.

2001 m. birþelio mën. ákurta Politikos mokslø kate-
dra, á kurià atëjo dirbti daug þinomø Lietuvos politolo-
gø. Birþelio 26 d. buvo patvirtintos naujos Akademijos 

Minister of Defence. Hereinafter, the principles of the es-
tablishment and administration of institutions of higher 
education would not apply to the Academy. Also, drafted 
by the Minister of National Defence, the Statute of the 
Academy would be approved by the Government of the 
Republic of Lithuania. The approval of the MAL officer 
training system, administration scheme, personnel mana-
gement, and the allotment of funds would be the preroga-
tive of the LR Minister of  National Defence. 

The Commander of the Armed Forces of Lithuania 
would determine officer training tasks.

The new MAL Statute was approved on 10 August 
1999. It provided that the body of trainees would be clas-
sified into three categories: cadets, students-officers, and 
civil students. In addition, the Academy would organise 
military training for graduates of other institutions of 
higher education located in Vilnius. 

Late in 1999 the admission requirements and the or-
der of studies within the MAL were amended, granting 
access to studies to young women. They could undertake 
full-time Mechanised Infantry Studies. In the year 2000 
first 9 female entrants were accepted to the Academy out 
of the first 62 female applicants, following the Decision  
by the LR Ministry of National Defence. 

On  23 February 2000 Col Algis Vaičeliūnas was ap-
pointed the MAL Commandant. The change in leadership 
brought about big reforms. To implement them, the Mi-
nister formed a working group on 10 March 2000, headed 
by the Commandant himself. A three-year plan regarding 
MAL structure, infrastructure, staff, faculty, and develo-
pment of new training programmes was worked out. 

The key point in this reform was separation of mili-
tary and academic (university) studies. Thus, instead of 
the former BA Study Programme in Warfare, four-year 
Bachelor degree study programmes in Public Administra-
tion, Management, and Political Science had to be intro-
duced by 2001; with a compulsory for all students Military 
Study Programme aimed at training mechanised infantry 
platoon commanders. 

In February 2001 all MAL structure was reorgani-
sed, establishing the MAL Research Centre. Thesis for 
scientific research works would be approved by the LR 
Minister of National Defence, with research works con-
ducted in the followign fields: Strategic Research; Appli-
cation of Modern Technologies in Warfare, and Military 
History. Strategic and Military History research has been 
organised by the Strategic Research Centre and the Mili-
tary History Research Centre respectively. 





vidaus tvarkos taisyklës, kurios reglamentuoja Karo 
akademijos valdymo, studijø organizavimo, personalo 
ir  studijuojanèiøjø priëmimo, atleidimo ir aprûpinimo 
tvarkà bei kitus ðios aukðtosios mokyklos veiklos klau-
simus. Birþelio 29 d. kariuomenës vado ásakymu patvir-
tinta karinio rengimo programa, kurioje pagal semestrus 
iðdëstyti bûrio vado (karininko) rengimo pagrindai.

Stojanèiøjø á Karo akademijà profesiniam tinka-
mumui nustatyti nuo 2001 m.  liepos mën. savo veiklà 
pradëjo profesinës kandidatø á kariûnus Atrankos cen-
tras. Savo darbe jis vadovaujasi Didþiosios Britanijos 
kariuomenës nuolatinës atrankos komisijos metodika bei 
jos specialistø rekomendacijomis, taip pat Akademijos 
sukurtais originaliais testais.

Nuo 2001 m. stojantieji jau galëjo rinktis vienà ið 
trijø bakalauro studijø programø: personalo vadybos, 
transporto inþinerinës vadybos ir tarptautiniø santykiø 
(politikos mokslø). 

Visos trys programos atitinka ðiandienos reikalavi-
mus, keliamus jungiantis á bendràjà Europos ðvietimo 
erdvæ: uþtikrina ðiuolaikiniø informaciniø technologi-
jø ir þiniø prieinamumà, naujausia metodika paremtà 
þiniø ir ágûdþiø ásisavinimà. Dviem ið jø – transporto 
inþinerinës vadybos ir personalo vadybos – suteikta 
tarptautinë akreditacija. 

Nuo 2005 m. Akademija dalyvauja Europos ðvietimo 
„Socrates/Erasmus“ programoje.

2003 m. rugsëjo 29 d. laikinai einanèiu Akademijos 
virðininko pareigas paskirtas plk. Algimantas Vyðniauskas.

Nuo 2003 m. ávesta karininko (lyderio) ugdymo pro-
grama. Tai nuoseklus  mokymas, ugdantis bûsimojo bûrio 
vado lyderio savybes, formuojantis demokratiðkà pilietinæ 
pasaulëjautà. Programos tikslas – parengti karininkà, 
pasiþymintá gerais pedagoginiais sugebëjimais, kuris ne 
tik perduotø þinias savo kariams, bet ir atliktø auklëtojo, 
ugdytojo vaidmená. Kariûnø bataliono struktûra yra taip 
sudaryta, kad kiekvienas kariûnas ágytø kiek galima dau-
giau vadovavimo ágûdþiø. Be to, kariûnai pagal bakalauro 
studijø programà atlieka praktikà  Lietuvos valdþios ir val-
dymo institucijose, privaèiose verslo ámonëse. Nuo 2005 
m. Akademijai perduotas Anglø kalbos mokymo centras 
su 7 skyriais visoje Lietuvoje.

2005 m. rugsëjo 1 d. Akademijos virðininku buvo pa-
skirtas plk. Arûnas Balèiûnas. Jis kartu tapo ir Lietuvos 
universitetø rektoriø konferencijos nariu. 

Ðiandienos Generolo Jono Þemaièio Lietuvos karo 
akademija sau kelia tikslà: 

1. Rengti kvalifikuotus karininkus Lietuvos Respubli-

The MAL Strategic Research Centre was set up in 
co-operation with the Institute of International Relations 
and Political Science of Vilnius University; and the MAL 
Military History Research Centre was founded in close 
contact with the Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas. 

Today the MAL research centres and departments 
work on 17 research projects, incl. Laser-Aided Detec-
tion of Explosives and Pollution; Ecological Situation 
in Aerodromes and Firing Grounds of the Lithuanian 
Armed Forces; Regional Co-operation and Security Is-
sues regarding Lithuanian Integration into NATO and 
the EU; History of the Armed Forces of Lithuania, and 
Optimum Approach to Psycho-Physical Training Pro-
blems of Cadets carried out in co-operation with the 
Lithuanian Academy of Physical Education in Kaunas, 
etc. The work by the Strategic Research Centre, mainly 
surveys regarding sociological problems faced by cadets 
and the military of the Armed Forces of Lithuania, have 
drawn the attention of the Army commanders. Also, 
yearly the MAL publishes Lithuanian Annual Strategic 
Review  in Lithuanian and English; a new volume of The 
War Archive, a science magazine, and History of the Ar-
med Forces of Lithuania, a book series.

Yearly the MAL also holds about 20 conferences, al-
most half of them international. 

The MAL researchers and teachers have produced 
over 250 monographs, dictionaries, manuals, teaching, 
methodological, and conference materials, etc. 

The Academy publishes Kariūnas (The Cadet), the 
magazine for cadets that comes out four times a year.

 In June 2001 a new Department of Political Scien-
ce was established within the MAL. It was immediately 
joined by a number of known political analysts. On 26 
June 2001 the MAL approved its new Internal Regula-
tions providing the order due to management procedu-
res, study organisation, and other activities, including 
the maintenance issues. On 29 June 2001, following the 
Order by the Commander of the Armed Forces of Lithu-
ania, the Programme on Military Training was approved. 
According to it, the commander (officer) training would 
be taught every semester. 

In July 2001 the new MAL Selection Centre opened 
its doors. It aims at examination of professional fitness 
of applicants and functions, following the model and 
recommendations of the Permanent Selection Commis-
sion of the Armed Forces of Great Britain; also original 
tests drafted at the MAL itself. 

Since 2001 the MAL entrants could undertake one of 





kos kraðto apsaugos sistemai, atsiþvelgiant á NATO ðaliø 
metodikà ir keliamus reikalavimus. Suteikti studijuojantie-
siems universitetiná iðsilavinimà, garantuoti studijø kokybæ.

2. Sudaryti sàlygas pasiekti gerà anglø kalbos mokëjimo 
lygá, bûtinà Lietuvos kariuomenei dalyvaujant NATO ðaliø 
karinëse struktûrose, tarptautiniuose mokymuose, taikos 
palaikymo ir kitose operacijose.

3. Kelti kraðto apsaugos sistemos karininkø kvalifikacijà. 
4. Dirbti mokslo tiriamàjá darbà. 
5. Leisti mokomàjà metodinæ medþiagà. 
6. Tapti moderniu tarptautiniu mokymo centru, per-

duodančiu Europos Sàjungos ir NATO ðaliø patirtá ðalims, 
ketinančioms integruotis á euroatlantines struktûras. 

2007 m. Karo akademijoje studijavo 214 kariūnų 
(tarp jø 19 merginų, 30 kariûnų – užsienio šalyse). 20 
klausytojų stacionariai mokėsi personalo vadybos magis-
trantūroje, 61 neakivaizdžiai studijavo personalo vadybą 
ir karinę diplomatiją. 108 klausytojai mokėsi neakivaizdi-
nėse bakalauro studijose. 

Akademijoje yra 5 katedros (Inžinerinės vadybos, 
Užsienio kalbų, Taikomųjų mokslų, Politikos mokslų ir 
Humanitarinių mokslų) ir Užsienio kalbų institutas, kur 
dirba 12 profesoriø, 28 docentai, 50 lektorių ir užsienio 
kalbų dėstytojų. 

Kariûnø ir Akademijos darbuotojø poreikiams tenkin-
ti skirti 2 modernûs sporto kompleksai, kuriuose árengtos 
puikios bokso, kovinës savigynos, krepðinio, tinklinio, 
sunkiosios atletikos salës. Auditorijose, laboratorijose ir 
kareivinëse árengta moderni áranga, yra ðaudykla, ðauliø 
lazeriniai treniruokliai.

Akademija aprûpinta naujausia kompiuterine techni-
ka. Kariûnai gali naudotis kompiuteriais ne tik auditorijo-
se, nes kiekviename gyvenamajame kambaryje yra kom-
piuteris, prijungtas prie interneto. Dviem kariûnams tenka 
vienas kompiuteris.

Akademijos bibliotekoje, kuriai suteiktas Centrinës 
kariuomenës bibliotekos statusas, sukaupta daugiau nei 
250 tûkst. ávairiø mokslo, metodiniø, pedagogikos knygø, 
vadovëliø lietuviø, anglø, prancûzø, vokieèiø, rusø kalbo-
mis, tad kariûnø mokymuisi, taip pat Akademijos moks-
lininkø bei pedagogø poreikiams tenkinti sudarytos visos 
galimybës. Didelæ paramà komplektuojant bibliotekos 
fondus naujausiomis knygomis teikia uþsienyje gyvenan-
tys lietuviai bei Akademijos rëmëjai Lietuvoje.

Per ketverius studijø metus kariûnai iðeina 
pasirinktàjà universitetiniø studijø programà ir karinio 
rengimo programà (bûrio vado rengimas). Absolventams 
áteikiamas bakalauro diplomas, motorizuotøjø ðauliø 

the three Bachelor Degree Study Programmes: Personnel 
Management, Transport Engineering Management, or In-
ternational Relations [Political Science]. 

The said three MAL BA programmes conform to 
the requirements acknowledged in the European area of 
education and ensure participants’ access to modern in-
formation technologies and knowledge; also,  assimilati-
on and enhancement of knowledge and skills,  applying 
modern learning methods. Transport Engineering Mana-
gement and Personnel Management, the two of the three 
BA programmes, are accredited internationally. The MAL  
also actively participates in the European educational 
programmes SOCRATES and ERASMUS [since 2005].

On 29 September 2003 Col Algimantas Vyšniauskas 
was appointed the MAL Acting Commandant. 

A new Officer (Leadership) Development Programme 
was also introduced in 2003. It is a consecutive training 
programme designed to develop leadership skills of the 
would-be platoon commanders, evoking democratic and 
civil views. The programme aims at training officers-men-
tors with excellent pedagogical skills, i.e. able not only to 
transfer their professional knowledge, but also stand out 
as true, examplary leaders-educators forming the morale, 
principles, and views of the team. In 2005 the MAL also 
undertook the responsibility for the English Language 
Training Centre, incl. its 7 deps. all over Lithuania.

On September 2005 Col Arūnas Balčiūnas was ap-
pointed the MAL Commandant, at the same time beco-
ming a member of the Conference of Rectors of Lithu-
anian Universities.

The present Academy’s major goals are as follows:
1. to prepare qualified officers for the LR National 

Defence System in compliance with NATO  member sta-
te requirements and standards. Also, to provide entrants 
with a university education, ensuring qualitative studies;

2. to provide conditions for entrants to achieve adequ-
ate English language proficiency required in the Armed 
Forces of Lithuania to properly represent the national Ar-
med Forces in the NATO military structures, international 
training programmes, peace-keeping operations, etc.;

3. to organise professional development courses for 
officers of the National Defence System;

4. to encourage research work;
5. to arrange and publish teaching aids;
6. to become an up-to-date international training 

centre capable to transform and transfer the experience 
of the EU- and NATO member states to the would-be 
member states of the Euro-Atlantic structures.





bûrio vado kvalifikacijà liudijantis paþymëjimas ir sutei-
kiamas leitenanto laipsnis. 

 2004 m. birþelio 4 d. iðleista pirmoji  magistrø lai-
da.  Nuo 2006 m. vyksta ir karinės diplomatijos magis-
trantūros studijos pagal LKA ir Baltijos gynybos koledžo 
bendradarbiavimo sutartį.  Nuo 1992 m. iki 2007 m. Karo 
akademijoje dienines studijas baigë 1248 kariûnai. Neaki-
vaizdinio skyriaus klausytojai pradëjo naudotis Nuotoli-
nio mokymo centro teikiamomis galimybëmis. 

Nuo 2007 m. balandžio 1 d. Akademijoje pasikeitė 
karinių studijų padalinių organizacinė struktūra: vietoje 
karinių Taktikos, Kovinio aprūpinimo ir Fizinio rengimo 
katedrų buvo įsteigti Baziniai karininkų kursai, kuriuose 
yra Taktikos, Ginkluotės, Kovinės paramos, Kovinio aprū-
pinimo, Vado ugdymo, Fizinio rengimo sekcijos. Kapitonų 
kursus pakeitė Vadų ir jaunesniųjų štabo karininkų kursai.

2007 m. sausio 3 d. LKA ir VGTU pasirašė sutartį, 
kuria šalys įsipareigojo bendradarbiauti rengiant aviacijos 
specialistus, tarnausiančius Lietuvos kariuomenėje. Karo 
akademija tapo atsakinga už oro pajėgų kariūnų specialųjį 
ir karinį rengimą.

Karo akademijoje vyksta  ávairûs kvalifikacijos këlimo 
kursai: vadų ir jaunesniųjų štabo karininkų, Baltijos šalių 
oro pajėgų vadų ir jaunesniųjų štabo karininkų, Baltijos 
šalių oro pajėgų vadų ir vyresniųjų štabo karininkų, sau-
gumo studijø, anglø kalbos, rusø kalbos kursai; kraðto 
apsaugos sistemos – parengiamieji kursai kandidatams 
á Baltijos gynybos koledþà, administravimo, ryðiø bûriø 
vadø, logistikos karininkø, anglø kalbos terminologijos, 
administracinës anglø kalbos, 6 savaičių karininkų specia-
listų pagrindinio karinio parengimo kursai, kuriuose dësto 
Akademijos instruktoriai ir dėstytojai, taip pat NATO 
valstybiø kariai bei civiliai. Jau ne vienus metus palaikomi 
draugiðki ryðiai su Jungtiniø Valstijø, Didþiosios Britani-
jos, Vokietijos, Prancûzijos, Austrijos, Skandinavijos ðaliø, 
Èekijos, Lenkijos, Estijos ir Latvijos karo mokyklomis. 
Ypač gerus santykius nuo 1995 m. Akademija palaiko su 
JAV Vest Pointo karo akademija. Šios aukštosios moky-
klos nuolat bendradarbiauja, reguliariai keičiasi karininkų 
vizitais. Draugiški ryšiai užmegzti tarp LKA ir Danijos 
karališkosios karo akademijos. Taip pat glaudžiai bendra-
darbiaujama su Virdžinijos karo institutu (JAV), Sen Siro 
karo mokykla (Prancūzija), Norvegijos karo akademija, 
Sandhersto karališkąja karo akademija (Didžioji Britani-
ja), Suomijos gynybos koledžu, Dresdeno sausumos ka-
riuomenės karininkų mokykla (VFR), Lenkijos karo aka-
demija, Latvijos nacionaline gynybos akademija, Estijos 
nacionalinio gynybos koledžo karo akademija, Baltijos 

In 2007 the MAL included 214 cadets (incl. 19 fema-
le cadets; 30 cadets studied abroad (full-time, daytime)). 
In addition, 20 students studied Personnel Management 
(MA, full-time, daytime studies); and 61 students studied 
Personnel Management and Military Diplomacy (MA, 
part-time (extramural) studies). The total of the Bache-
lors-to-be (BA, part-time (extramural) studies): 108. 

The MAL includes 5 Departments (Engineering 
Management; Foreign Languages; Applied Sciences; 
Political Science; the Humanities) and the Institute of 
Foreign Languages that are hosted by 12 Professors, 28 
Associate Professors, and 50 Lecturers and Teachers of 
Foreign Languages.

In 2006 223 cadets studied at the MAL (incl. 21 fema-
le cadets); also, 112 BA students by correspondence.

Besides, the MAL includes two modern Athletic Com-
plexes containing excellent Boxing, Lifting and Combative 
Self-Defence, Volleyball and Basketball Halls serve the 
needs of cadets and the staff. Lecture-rooms, classrooms, 
laboratories and cadet dormitories are furnished with mo-
dern equipment as well as the Shooting Gallery and Laser 
Simulators for the riflemen. 

The Academy is equipped with modern computers. 
Cadets have access to them not only in classes, but also in 
their living facilities within the MAL: Internet connection 
is in every room, with one computer per two cadets. 

Granted the status of the Central Library of the Li-
thuanian Armed Forces, today the MAL Library contains 
more than 250,000 volumes of different scientific, met-
hodological, and pedagogical publications in Lithuanian, 
English, French, and Russian. This provides great possibi-
lities for both cadets and staff, also in-house and external 
researchers. Donations by the Lithuanians living abroad 
and those by the local MAL sponsors considerably add to 
the stock of new books of the MAL Library. 

A four-year study programme within the MAL is de-
signed so that cadets can choose one of the three above 
mentioned academic (university) study programmes, also 
undertaking a compulsory military (platoon commander) 
training programme. Upon completion of their studies ca-
dets are granted a Bachelor degree (Diploma), a qualifica-
tion of a platoon commander, and they are commissioned 
the first rank of lieutenant. 

The first Class of Masters graduated from the MAL 
on 4 June 2004. Since September 2006 the MAL also pro-
vides Military Diplomacy Studies (MA, Political Science), 
as provided by the Memorandum of Understanding bet-
ween the MAL and the BALTDEFCOL. 





In the period from 1992 to 2007 1248 cadets gradu-
ated from the MAL (full-time, daytime studies). And the 
students of the part-time (extramural) studies were given 
an opportunity to study at the MAL Advanced Distributed 
Learning Centre.

Since 1 April 2007 the MAL Departments for Mi-
litary Training were reorganised as follows: the former 
Departments of Tactics, Combat Support, and Military 
Training were replaced by the new Basic Officer Course 
(incl. Sections of Tactics, Armament, Combat Support, 
Combat Supply, Commander Development, and Physical 
Training). And the former Captain Course was replaced 
by the Commander and Junior Staff Officer Course.

On 3 January 2007 the Vilnius Gediminas Technical Uni-
versity and the MAL signed a Cooperation Agreement aimed 
at jointly training aviation specialists for the Armed Forces of 
Lithuania. The MAL undertook the responsibility to provide 
special and military training for the Air Force cadets.

The MAL also holds various professional qualificati-
on courses: Commander and Junior Staff Officer Course, 
Baltic States Air Force Commander and Junior Staff Offi-
cer Course, Baltic States Air Force Commander and Senior 
Staff Officer Course, Security Studies, English Language 
Courses, Russian Language Courses; National Defence 
System Courses: Preparatory Courses for candidates to 
study at the BALTDEFCOL, Course in Administration, 
Communications Platoon Commander Course, Logistics 
Officer Course, English Language Terminology Course, 
Administrative English Language Course, 6-Week Officer 
Specialist Basic Military Training Course. These courses 
are hosted by instructors and lecturers of the MAL; also,  
soldiers and civilians of other NATO countries. The MAL 
closely cooperates with  military academies of the USA, 
UK, Germany, France, Austria, Scandinavian countries, 
Czech Republic, Romania, Poland, Estonia, and Latvia. 
Particularly strong cooperation (since 1995) has been es-
tablished between the MAL and the United States Milita-
ry Academy at West Point, incl. exchanging officer visits 
[For a List of all Mil. Academies, See Table below]. And 
international scientific research cooperation relates the 
MAL with the Bundeswehr Institute of Social Research in 
Strausburg, Germany.     

The MAL is honoured by frequent visits of high-ran-
king NATO and national state officials: ministers, Com-
manders of the Armed Forces, heads of the national Army 
departments and military units, politicians, etc. They 
would not only meet the MAL Top Management repre-
sentatives, but also give lecturers to the MAL cadets and 

gynybos koledžu (Estija), Brno karo akademija (Čekija), 
Vroclavo karo akademija (Lenkija), Liptovsky Mikulašo 
karo akademija (Slovakija), Karlbergo karo akademija 
(Švedija), Karolio I nacionaliniu gynybos universitetu 
(Rumunija), Bundesvero sociologinių tyrimų institutu, 
(Štrausbergas).

Daþni Akademijos sveèiai – aukðto rango NATO 
bei kitø ðaliø pareigûnai: ministrai, kariuomeniø bei 
kariuomenës padaliniø vadai, politikai. Jie ne tik susitinka 
su Akademijos vadovybe, bet ir skaito paskaitas kariûnams 
bei darbuotojams. Akademijoje lankësi  NATO  vyriausieji 
jungtiniø pajëgø Europoje vadai gen. W. K. Clarkas ir gen. 
J. L. Jonesas,  NATO pajëgø Europoje vado pavaduotojas 
gen. Dieteris Stöckmannas, NATO pajëgø Europoje vadas 
gen. Josephas W. Ralsonas, NATO pajëgø Ðiaurës Rytø 
Europoje vadas gen. ltn. Janas Scharlingas, Slovakijos, 
Azerbaidþano,  Armënijos, Uzbekijos, Gruzijos, Albanijos 
gynybos ministrai, Austrijos, Danijos, Lenkijos, JAV, Gru-
zijos, Ðvedijos kariuomeniø vadai ir kt.

Karo akademija pasiraðiusi bendradarbiavimo sutartis 
su Lietuvos aukðtosiomis mokyklomis (VU, VGTU, VPU, 
ŠU, VDU, KTU, LKKA, ISM Vadybos ir ekonomikos 
universitetu), istorijos ir karo muziejais, visuomeninëmis 
organizacijomis. Darbas su jaunimu – viena ið pagrindi-
niø Akademijos ryðiø su visuomene krypèiø. Daþni sveèiai  
–  moksleiviai, studentai, ðauliai, skautai. 

Akademijoje sudarytos sąlygos ne tik studijuoti, 
bet ir tobulėti kaip asmenybei. Siekiama ne tik parengti 
profesionalų karį, bet ir rūpinamasi jo tautine savimone, 
krikščioniška morale, pilietiškumu – ugdomas kultūringas 
žmogus, Lietuvos patriotas. Kasmet iškilmingai pažymi-
mos pirmojo kurso kariūnų priesaikos diena, absolventų 
išleistuvės, Lietuvos kariuomenės diena, Vasario 16-oji ir 
Kovo 11–oji, Valstybės diena, Mokslo ir žinių diena, daly-
vaujama tradiciniame bėgime „Gyvybės ir mirties keliu“ 
žuvusiems 1991 m. sausio 13-ąją už Lietuvos laisvę at-
minti bei kitose šventėse ir renginiuose. 

Tarptautinių ir ryšių su visuomene skyrius orga-
nizuoja daug įvairių renginių, susitikimų su žymiais 
žmonėmis. Dažnos kariūnų išvykos į Lietuvos žymias 
istorines vietas, vidurines mokyklas bei gimnazijas. Susi-
tikimų tikslas – moksleivių ir abiturientų supažindinimas 
su priėmimo bei studijų tvarka, čia puoselėjamomis bei 
kuriamomis naujomis tradicijomis. Akademijoje ekspo-
nuojamos įvairios parodos („Nepriklausomos Lietuvos 
kariai“, „Pokario partizanai“ ir kt.). Nuolat stiprinamas 
patriotinis auklėjimas. Humanitarinių mokslų katedros 
studijų programose išplėstas kursas, skirtas Lietuvos is-





torijai ir kariuomenės praeičiai bei pokario rezistencijos 
kovoms. Akademijos dėstytojai taip pat aktyviai dalyvavo 
projektuose „Kad Lietuva neišsivaikščiotų“, „Pilietinis 
ugdymas kariuomenėje”.

Akademijos kariūnų karinis rengimas glaudžiai susi-
jęs su fiziniu rengimu. Kariūnų fizinis lavinimas yra viena 
svarbiausių asmenybės ugdymo priemonių, leidžiančių 
jiems fiziškai ir dvasiškai stiprėti, grūdintis. LKA fizinio 
rengimo programa yra bendrųjų studijų programos dalis. 
Ketverių metų studijų programoje fiziniam rengimui ski-
riama po 2 val. per savaitę. Vedamos gimnastikos, kovinės 
savigynos, kliūčių įveikimo, lengvosios atletikos, plauki-
mo, sparčiojo žygio, sportinių žaidimų pratybos. Be šių 
akademinių pratybų, kariūnų dienotvarkėje po paskaitų 
yra numatyta po 1,5 val. skirti treniruotėms ir savarankiš-
koms pratybos. Pirmenybė teikiama šioms sporto šakoms: 
krepšiniui, jėgos trikovei, sunkiajai ir lengvajai atletikai, 
svarsčių kilnojimui, futbolui,  krosui, kovinei savigynai, 
stalo tenisui ir kt.

Akademijos rinktinės dalyvauja krašto apsaugos, 
Lietuvos aukštųjų mokyklų studentų čempionatuose, 
spartakiadose, tarptautinėse varžybose ir turnyruose. 
Jau kelerius metus iš eilės LKA krepšinio, jėgos triko-
vės ir kroso komandos yra krašto apsaugos ir aukštųjų 
mokyklų varžybų prizininkės ir nugalėtojos. Daug puikių 
rezultatų yra pasiekę Akademijos lengvaatlečiai bei sun-
kumų kilnotojai. 1998 m. kariūnas J. Jakšto Vokietijoje 
pasaulio kariškių bokso čempionate (svorio kategorija 
91 kg) užėmė trečiąją vietą, 2004 m. kariūnas G. Šimke-
vičius Čilėje  karinės penkiakovės plaukimo su kliūtimis 
rungtyje tapo pasaulio čempionu.

Akademijoje vyksta intensyvus kultūrinis darbas. Šio 
darbo židinys – kariūnų ramovė. Čia organizuojami įvai-
riausi profesionalių ir saviveiklinių meno kolektyvų kon-
certai, dramos spektakliai, susitikimai su žymiais žmo-
nėmis,  tradicinės studentiškos šventės ir  kariūnų meno 
kolektyvų koncertai. Kariūnams rengiama nemaža išvy-
kų į sostinės teatrų spektaklius, koncertus, įvairius kitus 
kultūros renginius. Glaudūs ryšiai palaikomi su Lietuvos 
muzikų rėmimo fondu, kuris rengia Šv. Jonų bažnyčioje 
kasmet vykstantį koncertų ciklą „Alma mater musicalis“. 
Tradiciškai pirmakursiai visada aplanko Kauno Vytauto 
Didžiojo karo muziejų.

the staff. The Academy has hosted such honourable gu-
ests as the NATO’s Supreme Allied Commanders Europe 
Gen James L. Jones and Gen Wesley K. Clark, NATO 
Forces Deputy Commander Europe Gen Dieter Stöc-
kmann, NATO Forces Commander Europe Gen Joseph 
W. Ralson, NATO Forces Commander North-East Euro-
pe Lt Gen Jan Scharling, Ministers of Defence of Slova-
kia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Uzbekistan, Georgia, Albania, 
Commanders of the Armed Forces of Austria, Denmark, 
Poland, USA, Georgia, Sweden, etc. 

The MAL provides an opportunity not only to study, 
but also develop as a personality. Cadets are  trained to 
become professional soldiers, with fundamental atten-
tion to their awareness of national history, traditions, 
Christian moral and ethics, civil awareness, so as to 
develop bright and well-mannered personalities, the pa-
triots of Lithuania. Yearly the MAL solemnly celebrates 
the first-year-cadet Initiation Day (with the Oath-Taking 
Ceremony), Graduation Day (incl. the Ring Ceremony), 
Day of the Armed Forces of Lithuania (23 Nov) and na-
tional festivities. Also, the MAL participates in the tra-
ditional Vilnius Marathon Running ‘Down the Road of 
Life and Death’ to commemorate the casualties of the 13 
January 1991, the event where 14 non-violent protesters 
in Vilnius died and hundreds were injured defending the 
Vilnius Television Tower and the LR Parliament [See the 
Singing Revolution]. 

The MAL Department of International and Public 
Relations (S-5) has been holding various events, meetings 
with acclaimed people, educational excursions for cadets 
to historic places of Lithuania, secondary schools, and 
gymnasiums, the advanced secondary educational institu-
tions of Lithuania. The latter meetings are held to introdu-
ce the MAL and its study system, admission requirements, 
existing and new traditions to the senior schoolchildren 
and all pupils. Also, exhibitions are held within the MAL, 
eg ‘Soldiers of Independent Lithuania’, ‘Post-War Guer-
rillas’, etc. The MAL has been continuously strengthening 
patriotic education: it has extended the course in History 
of Lithuanian State and the Army (by Dep. of the Huma-
nities), incl. studies of post-war guerrilla wars. The MAL 
lecturers also actively participate in the following projects: 
‘Development of Civil Awareness in the Army’ and ‘Stay 
in Lithuania’.

The MAL military training closely relates to physical 
training activities. Physical education of cadets is one of 
the most significant means to help develop the personality 
of cadets: to get them physically and morally strong and 





temper their character to be resistant under any circums-
tances. The Physical Education Programme is a part of 
the Basic Studies Programme. Such academic training 
extends for 4 years, with regular twice-per-week physical 
activities in gymnastics, combative self-defence, military 
obstacles, track-and-field athletics, swimming, fast mar-
ching, and sports games. This is officially extended by ex-
tra 1.5 hours for independent physical training and exerci-
sing by cadets themselves. Priority sports within the MAL 
are as follows: basketball, (force) triathlon, weightlifting, 
track-and-field athletics, dumbbell lifting, football, cross-
country, combat self-defence, table tennis, etc.

The MAL sports teams successfully participate in 
student sports championships held within the National 
Defence System and by institutions of higher education of 
Lithuania. The MAL sportsmen have been champions in 
basketball, (force) triathlon, and cross-country already for 
several years in the run. Many victories have been brought 
to the MAL by its athletes and weightlifters. In 1998 Cadet 
Jeroslavas Jakštas became the third-place winner (weight 
category 91 kg) of the World Military Boxing Champions-
hip in Germany. And Cadet Gediminas Šimkevičius beca-
me the world champion of the World Military Pentathlon 
Championship 2004 (swimming with obstacles section). 

The MAL holds many cultural events in the MAL 
Cadet Club, mainly concerts and plays by professional 
and amateur musicians, artists, and their groups, mee-
tings with acclaimed people, traditional student festivities, 
and, of course, concerts and performances of the MAL 
cadet choir KARIŪNAS and other cadet artist groups. In 
addition, the MAL often arranges that cadets could see 
plays and participate in concerts or cultural events held 
in theatres and concert halls of the capital itself. Close 
contacts have been built with the Lithuanian Musician 
Support Fund: every first Monday of each month many 
cadets come to listen to a concert from the concert series, 
‘Alma Mater Musicalis’ in the St. Jones Church in Vilnius, 
aimed at the academic youth. Traditionally, the first-year 
cadets always visit the Vytautas Magnus War Museum in 
Kaunas, and other significant places of interest.            












